Developing Standards for Assistance to Victims of Terrorism

12 - 13 November 2007 – Catholic University of Leuven, Belgium


SEMINAR PROGRAMME

for
Academic experts

Introduction

The objective of the seminar is to develop standards for assistance to victims of terrorism. The seminar consists of two parts. The first session takes place on 9 - 10 November 2007, where we invite practitioners and policy makers. Academic experts are invited to the second part of the seminars. Each participant will receive a literature review that will provide the necessary input for the formulation of the standards. You will furthermore receive a copy of the Guidelines of the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe on the Protection of Victims of Terrorist Acts (2 March 2005) that can serve as an example text. Your experience in this field from an academic perspective shall provide a further input for discussion. Participants are welcome to give their comments in order to develop the set of standards. Although the discussion is structured according to the main chapters of the literature review, an integrated approach is envisaged. This integrated reflection on the interrelation between the different aspects of assistance to victims of terrorism is an important factor in order to illustrate the needs of victims of terrorism in a comprehensive way. In this respect, experiences from practitioners and policy makers from the first session of the seminars will be presented. It is further important to formulate guiding principles for the drafting of the standards in order to discuss which aims shall be achieved and what obstacles have to be taken note of when developing the standards. These considerations shall provide a further framework for the end result of the seminar. The results of the seminar will be used for the ongoing development of the standards in the framework of the project.
Monday, 12 November 2007

09:00 – 13:00
Morning session, Chair: Ivo Aertsen

09:00 – 09:15
Welcoming of the participants by the Chair

09:15 – 09:45
Presentation of the aims of the seminar and a brief summary of the main results of seminar 1 by the coordinator of the Steering Committee, Antony Pemberton

9:45 – 10:45
Discussion of the scope of protection and the need for standards


Chapter I and II


Introduction and presentation of discussion items by Rianne Letschert

10:45 – 11:15
Coffee break

11:15 – 13:00
Discussion of the specific needs of victims of terrorism

Chapter III and IV
Introduction and presentation of discussion items by Antony Pemberton

13:00 – 14:00
Lunch

14:00 – 17:00
Afternoon session, Chair: Jan van Dijk
14:00 – 15:30
Discussion of the role of restorative justice for victims of terrorism


Chapter VII

Introduction and presentation of discussion items by Ines Staiger

15:30 – 16:00
Coffee break

16:00 – 17:00
Discussion of interventions


Chapter VI

Specific focus on compensation


Introduction and presentation of discussion items by Karin Ammerlaan/Rianne Letschert
19:00

Dinner at Restaurant Adellijke Belofte, Naamsestraat 60, Leuven
Tuesday, 13 November 2007

09:30 – 12:30
Morning session, Chair: Alex Schmid

9:30 – 11:00
Discussion of interventions


Chapter V

Specific focus on access to justice and administration of justice


Introduction and presentation of discussion items by Ines Staiger
11:00 – 11:30 
Coffee break

11:30 – 12:30
Discussion of guiding principles for developing the standards on assistance to victims of terrorism

12:30 – 13:30 
Lunch

13:30 – 17:00
Afternoon session, Chair: Letizia Paoli

13:30 – 15:00
Discussion of the draft standards following the discussions

      15:00 – 15:30
Coffee break

      15:30 – 17:00
Finalising draft standards and evaluation
      17:00

End of the seminar
